


Behind
COMMUNISM

circa 1953

By Frank L. Britton
with special 1994 update by Lawrence Patterson

To understand the total problem
of Communism, it is necessary that we trace
the course of the movement from its beginning
to the present. We must understand who and
what its originators were, and gain some idea
as to the forces which influenced and shaped
their philosophy.

Unfortunately, any deep down

discussion of Communism and Marxism

involves the Jewish guestion. We cannot

honestly discuss the subject without revealing - and commenting on - the

fact that the founders of Russian Communism were Jewish. Neither can

we ignore the fact that all but a few of the top leadership of the American

Communist party - including the recently convicted spies - are of the same

race. These are facts of history over which we have no control. But we are

faced with the very serious problem of how to reveal these facts without
being labeled - and treated - as "anti-Semites."

...The main reason why so little is known concerning the true
nature of Communism stems from this problem. Historical writers have
been understandably reluctant to hold forth on the subject for fear of
marking themselves as "race haters" and "bigots." For this reason, the
entire subject has been placed beyond the pale of discussion. One simply
does not use the word "Jew" and "Communism" together. The result is, of
course, censorship.

...In this work we have decided to breach the wall of silence at
whatever the cost, and to treat the subject as fairly and as honestly as we
know how. No attempt is made to single out individuals because they
happened to be born to a certain race; neither have we exempted anyone
from criticism for that reason. It was decided that since Communism and
Judaism are so irretrievably bound one to the other, a history of the Jewish
people would contribute substantially to an understanding of the present
Communist menace.



Lenin aJew

On page 54 of Behind
Communism, author Frank
Britton publishesa Soviet era
poster showing that all of the
founders of the Communist
regime were Jews except Lenin.

When Behind Communism was
first published, the officia
position of the U.S.S.R. was
that Lenin wasa Slavic
Russian, not aJew. However,
subsequent to the book’s
publication, following the fall

of the Iron Curtain in the mid-
80's, it wasfinally admitted
that, indeed, the monstrous
crimind, Vladimir Lenin, was a
Jew!

The curator and director of the
Lenin Museum has recently
affirmed Lenin’s Jewish
ancestry. In July of 1991, the
well known Jewish publication,
Jewish Chronicle, also reported
thisfact. This meansthat Karl
Marx, Moses Hess, Lenin,
Trotsky, and virtudly al
Marxist/Communist founders
were Jewish.



THE PERSECUTION MYTH
With Shrill Insistence

We cannot undertake even this brief history of the modern Jew
without taking note of a phenomenon which has confounded gentile
societies for twenty centuries. This is the ability of the Jewish people
to collectively retain their identity despite centuries of exposure to
Christian civilization. To any student of Judaism, or to the Jews them-
selves, this phenomenon is partly explained by the fact that Judaism
is neither mainly a religion, nor mainly a racial matter, nor yet is it
simply a matter of nationality. Rather it is all three; it is a kind of
trinity. Judaism is best described as a nationality built on the twin
pillars of race and religion.

All this is closely related to another aspect of Judaism, namely,
the persecution myth. Since first appearing in history we find the Jews
propagating the idea that they are an abused and persecuted peo-
ple, and this idea is, and has always been, central in Jewish thinking.
The myth of persecution is the adhesive and cement of Judaism; with-
out it Jews would have long since ceased to exist, their racial-religious
nationality notwithstanding.

Jews do not always agree among themselves, and it is only in the
presence of their enemiesreal or imaginedthat Jew ish thinking
crystalizes into unanimity. In this respect they differ not at all from
other peoples: Adolph Hitler solidified German opinion around the
idea that Germany was wronged at Versailles, that the German people
were abused and victimized by the Allies, and that only by holding
together could they prevail against the overwhelming might of their
enemies ...

For twenty-five centuries the Jewish mind has been conditioned by
the same appeal. Through all Jewish thinking and all Jewish history
the refrain of persecution has sounded with shrill insistence. Thus we
find every accident of fortune being chronicled, enhanced, and passed
on to succeeding generations as another example of gentile cruelty
to the chosen race. And almost inevitably we find opposition to Jewish
aspirations and ambitions being translated into these same terms of
persecution, and all Jewish shortcomings being excused on the same
basis.

Now it is a fact that the Jewish people have suffered numerous
hardships in the course of their history, but this is true of other peo-
ples too. The chief difference is that the Jews have kept score they
have made a tradition of persecution. A casual slaughter of Christians



is remembered by no one in 50 years, but a disability visited upon a
few Jews is preserved forever in Jewish histories. Apd they tell their
woes not only to themselves, but to a sympathetic world as well . . .

THE JEW IN EUROPE
Even The Coins Were Jewish

We find the first Jews filtering into Europe some time before the
Christian era, particularly in the region of Greece. The ancient Greeks
spoke of these Asiatic invaders with considerable bitterness. Very quick-
ly they spread throughout the Roman Empire and into Europe proper.
The Jewish merchant, artisan, and slave trader appear on the Roman
scene with increasing frequency after the second century A.D. and
there can be no doubt that their position in the Roman world was one
of growing importance even as the Empire drifted to destruction.
Under Justinian, says the Jewish Encyclopedial. "They enjoyed full re-
ligious liberty, in return for which they assumed all a citizen's duty
toward the state; minor offices were also open to them. Only the syn-
agogues were exempt from the duty of quartering soldiers. The trade
in slaves constituted the main source of livelihood for the Roman Jews,
and decrees against this traffic were issued in 335, 336, 339, 384, etc."

Seneca, in his writings, bitterly assailed the Romans of his day for
aping the Jews, and some historians (notably Gibbon in his monumental
"Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire") have ascribed the downfall of
Rome to their corrupting influence. Nero’s wife, Poppaea, was a con-
verted Jewess.

As Rome reeled into decline and final collapse, and as the Dark
Ages descended over Western civilization, we find the Jew taking a
strangle-hold over what remained of European commerce. Says En-
cyclopedia Britannica® ". . . there was an inevitable tendency for him
to specialize in commerce, for which his acumen and ubiquity gave
him special qualifications. In the dark ages the commerce of western
Europe was largely in his hands, in particular the slave trade, and in
Carolingian cartularies Jew and merchant are used as almost inter-
changeable terms." This hold over European commerce finally became
so utterly complete that few gentiles engaged in trade at all; it had
become almost entirely a Jewish monopoly. In Poland and Hungary,
the coins bore Jewish inscriptions . . .

1. Funk & Wagnall's Jewish Encyclopedia, page 460, vol. 10

2. Encyclopedia Britannica, page 57, vol. 131947.

* "Dark  Ages,” "Medieval Period,” and "Middle Ages" are synonomous terms used to
describe the period of decline which characterized western civilization between 500-1300 A.D.



Jewish catacombs in Rome dating from the second century A.D.

Throughout the Medieval period*, which lasted from 500 A.D. to
1300 A.D., the Jew merchant was dominant all over Europe (except
Scandanavia, where he was never permitted to enter) and this dom-
inance included control over the eastern trade routes to the Levant.
There was to be no relief from this situation until the Jews were
evicted from Europe in the century directly preceding the Renais-
sance.

In 1215 the Catholic Church, at the Fourth Lateren Council, broke
the back of European Jewry with a set of restrictions designed to curb
their commercial monopoly. These decrees restricted Jews to residence
in their own communities, prohibited absolutely their hiring of Chris-
tian employees and prohibited them from engaging in many types of
commercial activity.

Expelled

The Fourth Lateren Council restricted Jewish commercial advantage
but it did not end the Jewish problem. Beginning in the latter part
of the 13th century, one European country after another expelled it's

NOTE: Encyclopedia Britannica is used as a reference source because of its ready avail-
ability to the average reader. It is not an "anti-Semitic" publication. In fact, the Ency-
clopedia Britannica Corporation was purchased by the Julius Rosenwald interests in 1920, and
since then all material pertaining to the Jewish question has been re-written to conform to
the Jewish outlook.

The FUNK & WAGNALL JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA (see preceding page) is uniformly
referred to throughout this work as the "Jewish Encyclopedia." Consisting of 12 volumes, it
is available in all major libraries. It should not be confused with the 10 volume "Universal
Jewish Encyclopedia,” published by Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Inc., New York, 1939.
Both, however, are authoritative Jewish publications, compiled by and for Jews.
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Jewish population as the only final solution to the problem. First to
take the step was England which banned them in 1290. Fifteen years
later, in 1306, the French followed suit. In steady succession the various
States of Europe emulated this example with Spain being one of the
last to enforce the ban in 1492. The situation in Spain is worth noting
Says Encyclopedia Britannica’: . . . The 14th century was the golden
age of their history in Spain. In 1391 the preaching of a priest of
Seville, Fernando Martenez, led to the first general massacre of the
Jews who were envied for their prosperity and hated because they were
the king’s tax collectors." Ferdinand and Isabella, after uniting Spain
and driving out the Moors, turned their attention to the Jewish prob-
lem, with the result that they were evicted completely in 1492. In 1498
Portugal evicted its Jewish population also.

The Exploiters

A great deal has been said about the "persecution" of the Jews
in Europe and elsewhere, and they have pretty well convinced the
world (or at least Americans) that these hardships were inflicted on
an innocent people. But these rich Spanish Jews we see being evicted
in 1492 were not down-trodden folk. They were the wealthy, the priv-
ilged, the exploiters: they were the well-fed merchants and the gouging
tax collectors . ..

So it was in Portugal; in that country we find that the deportation
of the Jews . . . "deprived Portugal of its middle class and its most
scientific traders and financiers." " Undeniably this class of traders and
financiers was put to hardship by this banishment, but it does not fol-
low that they were victims of discrimination in the accepted sense, nor
were they underprivileged in any way. Rather we see a wealthy mer-
chant group being ousted from its seat of vested privilege by a thor-
oughly outraged, and a thoroughly exploited Christian society . . .

The situation in England was similar. The Jews had come to Eng-
land in the wake of the Norman conquest and had quickly gained a po-
sition of wealth and prosperity. Says Valentine’s Jewish Encyclopedia
of this period*: "Their numbers and prosperity increased, Aaron of

Lincoln being the wealthiest man in England in his time ... his financial
transactions covering the whole country and concerning many of the
leading nobles and churchmen . . . On his death his property passed to

the crown and a special branch of the exchequer had to be created to
deal with it."

1. Encyclopedia Britannica, page 57, vol. 131947.

2. Encyclopedia Britannica, page 279, vol. 18 1947.

* Valentine's Jewish Encyclopedia (see Aaron of Lincoln), Shapiro Valentine Co.,
London 1938.
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England

England, ironically
enough, was the last
country to be invaded by
the Jews and the first to

evict them. After the
Fourth Lateren Council
the Jews had become in-
creasingly difficult to

deal with and there were
a number of anti-Jewish
riots. Perplexed by the
problem posed by this
alien minority which

Home of Aaron of Lincoln, dating from the 13thseemed well on its way
century. In his day, Aaron was richer than any prince

\% Inoblergan in fEEglalndd Edward |, corp]queror ogto corralling the king-
ales and one of England’s great monarchs, evicte: ) i

the Jews because they were monopolizing England’'s fjoms wealth, and falhng
wealth. in an attempt  to force
its assimilation, Edward |

confiscated all Jewish wealth and evicted them permanently in 1290.
Not until 1655 was a Jew legally permitted to re-enter England. Britain
thus established the precedent for the later eviction which soon fol-
lowed on the continent.

France

In France too the Jews were dominant in trade and finance and
had been since before Charlemagne’s time. Under Philip the Fair (1285-
1314) one of the last, and certainly one of the greatest of the Cape-
tian line, France had become the greatest power in Europe. It was
Philip’'s need for money which led him to seize Jewish wealth and drive
them from the country. He had already before 1306 taken desperate
measures to raise money, which was in short supply, by forbidding the
export of gold and silver from France. The same need for money
brought him into conflict with the Templars, whose wealth he also
seized. But it was the Jews who controlled the greatest supply of float-
ing wealth. In 1306 Philip solved his financial problem and France’s
Jewish problemby expropriating their wealth and ev icting them.
Thus ended the centuries-long commercial dominance of the Jew in
France. Later a few were permitted to return and these were in turn
ejected in 1394.



RETURN TO THE EAST
The Evictions

Space does not permit a detailed discussion of the other evictions
which followed, and which resulted in the banishment of the Jews from
virtually every country in Western Europe in the succeeding centuries,
but here in chronological order is a list of the evictions:

ENGLAND: Jews expelled in 1290 by Edward |. Not permitted to
re-enter till 1655.

FRANCE: Expelled in 1306 by Philip the Fair. A few were per-
mitted to return, but were again evicted in 1394. Jewish settlements
remained in Bordeaux, Avignon, Marseilles, (from where they were
evicted in  1682) and in the northern province of Alsace.

SAXONY: Expelled in 1349.

HUNGARY: By 1092 the Jews were in control of Hungary's tax
collections. In 1360 they were expelled but later returned. In 1582
they were again expelled from the Christian part of Hungary.

BELGIUM: Expelled in 1370. A few settled there again in 1450, but
no large numbers came till 1700.

SLOVAKIA: Ousted from Prague in 1380. Many settled there
again after 1562. In 1744 Marie Theresa expelled them again.

AUSTRIA: Expelled in 1420 by Albrecht V.

NETHERLANDS: Expelled from Utrecht in 1444.

SPAIN: Expelled in  1492.

LITHUANIA: Expelled in 1495 by Grand Duke Alexander. They
later returned.

PORTUGAL: Expelled in  1498.

PRUSSIA: Expelled in 1510.

ITALY: Expelled from Kingdom of Naples and Sardinia in 1540.

BAVARIA: Banned permanently in 1551.

Jews were not permitted to enter Sweden until 1782. None were
permitted to enter Denmark before the 17th-century and they were not
allowed in Norway after 1814. Today only a handful reside in all
Scandinavia.

Back to Poland

By 1500 all of Western Europe except northern Italy, parts of
Germany, and the Papal possessions around Avignon, had been rid
of the Jewish invasion. For a while, at least, Europe was free of the
Jews; not until 1650 did they return in any numbers. Says Encyclopedia

Britannica: “'The great mass of the Jewish people were thus to be

* Encyclopedia Britannica, page 57-58, vol. 13 1947.
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found once more in the East, in the Polish and Turkish empires

The few communities suffered to remain in western Europe were mean-
while subjected at last to all the restrictions which earlier ages had
usually allowed to remain as an ideal; so that in a sense, the Jewish
dark ages may be said to begin with the Renaissance."

THE RENAISSANCE
Asthe Jew Departed . . .

The period marked by the evictions 1300 to 1650 also marks
the period of the Renaissance which broke over Europe as the Jews
departed. Starting at first in the trading cities of northern ltaly in
about 1300, there began a great rebirth of culture and learning which
at first was based almost entirely on the writings of the ancient Greeks
and Romans. Very quickly this renascent culture spread over Europe
and when the age had ended, in about 1650, Europe was by compari-
son with her former status, enlightened and civilized. Quite obviously
all this could not have taken place had it not been for a great up-
surge of commercial activity which occurred simultaneously with, and
as an adjunct of, the Renaissance. Not until the nations of Europe had
wrested commercial control from the ghetto did this rebirth of western
civilization occur.

The Ghettos

"Wherever Jews have settled, since the beginning of the Diaspora,
they have proceeded to create their own communal organizations.
Various factors of an internal character religious, cultural, social, and
economic as well as external factors, have contribu ted to this factor"
(Page 201, The Jewish People, Past and Present, by the Central Yid-
dish Culture Organization (CYCO), New York).

It is virtually impossible to comprehend the character of Judaism
without some knowledge of the nature of the Medieval Jewish com-
munity (Kahal, Ghetto). Probably one of the commonest fallacies extant
today concerns the true origin of the ghetto. Most history books defer
to Jewish sensibilities by giving the Jewish version, namely that the
Jewish people were for centuries forced to reside in a special quarter
of the city as a result of the bigotry and intolerance of the Christian
majority. This is not true, and no scholar of Judaism believes it to be.

Valentine’s Jewish Encyclopedia describes the origin of the ghetto as follows: "At any
rate the word became general for a Jew's quarter. Already in antiquity the Jews voluntarily
occupied special quarters. In the Middle Ages, Jew's streets or Jewries were to be found
from the end of the 11th century, but the motive of their concentration was no longer
religious or social: trade caused them to settle near the market, or danger made them seek
the protection of the reigning prince, the protector also wishing to have them together
for the easier collection of taxes. It was not until the 13th century that the Jew's quarter was
turned into a compulsory Ghetto. . . . The concentration of Jews in Ghettos, although unintend-
ed, had its good results. It preserved the communal feeling and the traditional Jewish culture.”
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As a point of fact
these ghetto-communities
existed only because the
Jews wanted them to ex-
ist they represented a
desire on the part of
Jewry to remain aloof
and exclusive of Christian
Society. Says  Valentine's
Jewish Encyclopedia:
"There were as a rule of-
ficially recognized au-
thorities in the Jewish
communities in Europe
during the Middle Ages
to regulate their own af-
fairs and to treat as a
body with the civil gov-
ernment.  Even  with no
other incentive but that

The Altneuschule, Prague, from the West. of living up to the re-

(From a photograph.) quirements of Judaism

This medieval Jewish ruin dates from the 11th century. the Jews of a Iocality
In the ghettos the Jews evolved their own language

(Yiddish), and preserved a separate nationality. were compelled to organ-

ize themselves into a

community (Kahal; Kehilla), in order to regulate

ritual, educational and charitable institutions. Courts of law were also
a necessity, since Jewish litigents were expected to obey the civil code
of the Talmud."

The ghetto was not merely a place of residence; it was in the
fullest sense a community within a community. Here the Jews main-
tained their culture, their religion, and their tradition of solidarity.
Here they nursed their age-long hatred for Christian civilization.
Says Encyclopedia Britannica: Z'All these activities necessitated a great
deal of legislation and in this the autonomous Jewish community was
granted the widest lattitude. Ordinances were enacted by Jews gov-
erning every phase of life: business, synagogue attendance, social mor-
als, policing, prescriptions for dress, and a detailed regimentation of
amusements . . . The characteristic common to the medieval Jewish
community were: self imposed discipline, the considering of all re-

ligious, philanthropic, educational, and self defense problems as com-

1. Valentine’s Jewish Encyclopedia, page 589, Shapiro Valentine Co., London, 1938.
2. Encyclopedia Britannica, page 59, vol. 131947.
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mon concerns, and a strong sense of solidarity fortified by a uniform
way of life."

For ten centuries preceding the great evictions, in virtually every
Christian nation of Europe (and in Mohammedan Spain, Africa, and Asia
Minor) these Jews settled into these parasitic ghetto-communities and
here they nurtured and maintained a culture which was quite a thing

apart from the culture of
the  European. When finally
they were driven from
Western Europe in the cen-
turies preceding the Ren-
aissance, we find them set-
ting and establishing ghet-
to-communities in Poland
and Russia which have last-
ed down to the present day.
The Medieval ghetto did not
disappear  with the ending
of the Dark Ages it was
transferred, unimpaired, to
Eastern Europe, where the
majority of the world's Jews
settled.

The institution of the
ghetto has enabled two bas-
ically different cultures and
peoples to remain side by
sideone  Asiatic and  Ju-
daic, the other European
and Christian without be-

In France, as in other countries, the Jews established . . . .
their parasitic ghetto-communities. The one inCOMING integrated. It is pri-

Carpentras dates from the middle ages. marily for this reason that
the Jew has remained an alien in spite of centuries of exposure to
Christian civilization. And that is why the Spanish Jew remained a Jew
first and a Spaniard second, and why the Polish Jew, the Russian Jew,
and the German Jew, have given their first allegiance to Judah and
rendered a sort of second-hand loyalty to the country of their abode.

The Chazars

The modern Jew with his Yiddish culture and rapacious financial
traditions should not be confused with the biblical Hebrews, who were
mainly a pastoral people. The international Jew of modern times is
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indeed the bastardized product of a bastardized past. He does not
truly worship the Bible, but the Talmud; he does not speak Hebrew,
but Yiddish; he is not descended from Israel, but from the scum of the
eastern Mediterranean. This is vividly illustrated by H. G. Wells in his
great "Outline of History".

"The Jewish idea was and is a curious combination of theological
breadth and an intense racial patriotism. The Jews looked for a special
saviour, a Messiah, who was to redeem mankind by the agreeable
process of restoring the fabulous glories of David and Solomon, and
bringing the whole world at last under the benevolent but firm Jewish

heel. As the political
power of the Semitic
peoples declined as
Carthage followed Tyre
into the darkness and

Spain became a Roman
province, this dream grew

and spread. There can
be litle  doubt that the
scattered Phoenicians in
Spain and Africa and
throughout the Mediter-
ranean, speaking as they
did a language closely
Typical late 19th century Jewish family of Cracow akin to Hebrew and be-
(Foland), Selieing themeehies 10 be Ofhe <hoing  deprived o their
herit the ‘earth.” More than three millions or these authentic political rights,
Mot Amarican Jows ateof casiem Exropean origin. - became proselytes to
Judaism. For phases of

vigorous proselytism alternated with phases of exclusive jealousy in
Jewish history. On one occasion the Idumeans, being conquered, were
all forcibly made Jews. (Josephus) There were Arab tribes who were
Jews in the time of Muhammad, and a Turkish people who were mainly
Jews in South Russia in the ninth century. Judaism is indeed the re-
constructed political ideal of many shattered peoplesmainly Semitic.
It is to the Phoenician contingent and to Aramean accessions in Baby-
lon that the financial and commercial tradition of the Jews is to be
ascribed. But as a result of these coalescences and assimilations, al-
most everywhere in the towns throughout the Roman Empire, and far
beyond it in the east, Jewish communities traded and flourished, and

were kept in touch through the Bible ,and through a religious and edu-
"Outline of History", page 493-494, third edition, by H. G. Wells.
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cational organization. The main part of Jewry never was in Judea
and had never come out of Judea."

The  "Turkish"
people whom
Wells mentions

were the *Chaz-
ars, who  built an
empire in south
Russia in the 9th
century A. D.
This Chazar em-

pire was infiltrat-

ed by large

numbers of By-

zantine Jews. By

process of inter-

marriage and

conversion these

Chazars became

identified

as Jews, and in

all Jewish his-

tories . and €NCY- The above map, taken from Funk & Wagnall's Jewish Encyclo-
clopedias e e o o S ! g e P e 3P, S
words "Chazar" peoples, largely Semitic in origin, but not Hebraic.

and "Jew" are used interchangeably. In the tenth century a succession
of invasions destroyed the Chazar empire and large numbers of these
Chazar-Jews settled in the area of what is now Poland. Others found
their way to western Europe and Spain, where they mingled with the
already bastardized conglomeration of European Jewry.

Poland’ s Fate
These Jews we find settling in Poland in the early 14th century
came there at the invitation of Casimir |, who seems to have been

under strong Jewish influence. As early as the 10th century the Jews
(chiefly of Khazar origin) were influential in Poland, and by the 12th
century they were well enough entrenched to monopolize the coinage
of Poland’s money. Says the Jewish Encyclopedia: Coins unearthed
in 1872 in the Great Polish village of Glenbok show conclusively that
in the reigns of Mieczyslauw Il (1173-1209), Casimir, and Leshek (1194-
1205), the Jews were, as stated above, in charge of the coinage of
Great and Little Poland." It is interesting to note that these coins bore

Jewish as well as Polish inscriptions.
*Chazar=Khazar
Funk & Wagnall's Jewish Encyclopedia, page 56, vol. 10.



The history of Poland for
the next 3 centuries revolves
around the struggle for su-
premacy between the native
Polish people and the Jews.
During the greater part of
that time Poland was more
or less dominated by the
Jews a situation  most
beneficial to all, according
to Jewish history books. But

Polish coins bearing Jewish inscriptions. Jews con- When, as occasionally hap-
trolled Europe’s money supply during Dark Ages. pened, there was a Iapse in
Jewish fortunes, these same
histories are replete with accounts of gentile cruelty and bestiality to
the chosen race. And because these laments have been repeated often
enough and loudly enough, there is a widely held belief that Poland
has been a land of oppression for Jewry . . .

It has been the unhappy fate of Poland to be saddled for the
greater part of its history with a large proportion of the world's Jewish
population. This, more than anything else, accounts for the tragic dis-
unity which has kept Poland from taking its place among the great na-
tions of the earth.

In 1793 (third partition) Poland was divided between Prussia, and
Russia and thus ceased to exist as a nation. Russia thus fell heir to a
full fledged Jewish problem.

Russa

The third partition of Poland was an event of paramount signif-
icance in Russian history because as a by-product of the partition she
acquired the world’s largest Jewish population. From this moment on
Russia’s history became hopelessly intertwined with the Jewish prob-
lem, and eventually, as we shall relate, the Jews brought about the
downfall of Imperial Russia.

No one can possibly understand the nature of present day com-
munism, nor of Zionism, without some knowledge of the situation exist-
ing in Russia in the century preceeding the October revolution of 1917.
We have already noted the presence of Khazar Jews in Poland in the
10th century, and these same Khazar Jews are to be found in Russia
from that time on. But whereas Poland had invited the evicted Jews of
western Europe to settle in vast numbers within its boundaries in the
13th, 14th, and 15th centuries, the Imperial Russian government had
12



permitted no such immigrations, and had in fact sealed its borders to
them. As would be expected, therefore, the Imperial government was
something less than enthusiastic over this sudden acquisition of Po-
land’s teeming masses of Jews.

Pale of Settlement

From the very beginning the Tsarist government imposed a set of
restrictions designed to protect Russia’'s economy and culture from the
inroads of the Jew. It was decreed (in 1772) that Jews could settle in
Greater Russia, but only in certain areas. Within this "Pale of Settle-
rent" Jews were more or less free to conduct their affairs as they
pleased. But travel or residence beyond the Pale was rigidly restricted,
so that in 1897 (date of Russia’'s 1st census) 93.9% of Russias Jewish
population lived within its boundaries, and only 6% of the total re-
sided in other parts of the Empire. To prevent smuggling, no Jew was
permitted to reside within 50 versts of the border.

From the standpoint of Jewish history, the Pale of Settlement ranks
as one of the most significant factors of modern times. Here within a
single and contiguous area the greater part of Jewry had gathered, and
was to remain, for something like 125 years. For the first time Jewry
was subjected to a common environment and a common ground of
experience. Out of this common experience and environment there
evolved the Yiddish speaking Jew of the 20th century. Here too were
born the great movements of Zionism and Communism.

The Kaha

We have already remarked upon the habit of Jewry from ancient
times of establishing and maintaining their own tribal community (kahal)
within the framework of Christian society. We have noted also that as
the Jew was driven from Western Europe, he brought with him to
Poland this ancient custom. The Kahal was an established institution
in Poland, and as the Jews settled within the Pale they set up these
autonomous communities here too.

At first the Imperial government recognized the autonomous Kahal
organization, permitting them to raise taxes and set up courts of law,
where only Jewish litigants were concerned. In addition to the indi-
vidual communities, there were district Kahal organizations which at
first were permitted to assess local Jewish communities with taxes. In
1786 these privileges were drastically curtailed and Jews were there-
after obliged to appear before ordinary courts of law and the Kahal
organization was restricted to matters of a religious and social nature.
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The Pale of Settlement extended from the Crimea to the Baltic Sea, encompassing an area
half as great as western Europe. By 1917, seven million Jews resided there, comprising perhaps
half the world's total Jewish population. It was within the Pale of Settlement that the twin
philosophies  of Communism and Zionism flourished. Both movements grew out of Jewish
hatred of Christian civilization (persecutor of the “chosen race"), and both movements have
spread wherever Jews have emigrated. The Pale of Settlement has been the reservoir from
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